TOWN OF CUMBERLAND
SPECIAL MEEl1ING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL
THURSDAY, APRIL 4, 2002
I.

Call to order in the Council Chambers at Cumberla~d Town Hall at 7:00 p.m.

II.

Legislation and Policy

III.

02-24

To meet with resident of Hope Island pursuant to State secession statute.

02-25

To hear report of Fire Chief RE: Training Exercise

Adjourn

MEMBERS OF THE TOWN COUNCIL
Stephen Moriarty (Chair)
Mark Kuntz
Peter Bingham
Michael Savasuk

829-5095
829-6482
829-5713
781-3061

Jeffrey Potier
829-4129
Harland Storey 829-3939
Donna Damon 846-5140

Town of Cumberland web site: www.cumberlandmaine.com

Lisa Brown
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Carla Nixon
Wednesday, April 03, 2002 3:04 PM
Department Heads
Klara's Retirement Reception ...

....will be at Val Halla on April 30 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Mark your calendars.
Carla
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CURRENT TAX RATES

FALMOUTH
$ 4.73 Municipal + $ 14.09 School + $ .72 County = $ 19.54 Total Tax Rate

LONG ISLAND
$ 9.70 Municipal + $ 11.86 School=$ 21.56 Total Tax Rate
(No County Breakout)

PORTLAND
$ 11.45 Municipal+ $ 12.86 School=$ 24.31 Total Tax Rate
(No County Breakout)
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REQUEST FOR TOWN OF CUMBERLAND TO BURNBUILDING,
AGREEMENT TO REMOVE DEBRIS AND RELEASE

I, the undersigned, being the owner of the property and building located at 14
Lantern Lane, Cwnberland, Maine, hereby request and authorize the Town of
Cumberland, acting through its Fire Department, to bum said building at the above
address as part of the Town's firefighting training.program.
In making this request and in consideration for the Town of Cwnberland' s
burning of said building, I hereby certify and agree to the folJowing provisions:
That I am the sole owner of said building and that there is no outstanding
mortgage and no fire insurance on said building.
. 2..

·That the debris on said property after the burning is completed shall be
removed completely and disposed of properly at my expense within seven
(7) days after the date of the burning of said building. I further agree that I
will compensate the Town of Cumberland to monitor the site from the
time of the bwning through the arrival of my contractor on the site to
commence the clean-up of the burned building.

3.

That to the best of my knowledge there are neither hazardous materials nor
hazardous wastes on said property or in said building.

4.

That all my personal property has been removed from said building and
that there is no personal property of another person or persons located
therein.
e;itcept

5.

those

arising

out of negligence

on the part

I have read this document carefully, and sign it voluntarily with full knowledge of
its significance.
Date: ___

<J.,.........,./3_~---'
2002
7

Executed at

CumBe<2,.L.A-L,1)
R.Jc2.e5t~
Name of Town/City
where executed

u

of the

I.Townanaau
of .Cumb.erlanc1_
.
damages, clrums,
.
1
Tuat I re leas(1any
actions, causes
o f actions,
demands or judgments (or personal injuries (including death), property
loss or damage arising out of said burning of said building that I or my
heirs, executors, administrators or assigns now or in the future may have
against the Town of Cumberland and/or its agents, officers and employees.

.

MEMO
Date:

3/29/02

To:

Town Council

From: Robert Benson
Special Meeting

RE:

In regards to the building burning on Lantern Lane, I have instructed the Fire Chief contact:
a)
b)

Fire Chief will contact the Town Attorney to obtain documentation from building owner
releasing the Town of Cumberland from all liabilities.
Fire Chief will contact Clark Associates (Legion Insurance Company), the Town's insurance
carrier, to confirm Town's Liability Coverage

If there are questions on any of the items, please do not hesitate to call prior to the meeting.
Sincerely,

Cumberland

Fi1·e Depa1•tment

366 Tuttle Road, Cumberland Center, Maine 04021
Emergency 829-5211 • Business 829-5421 • Fax 829-4214

• E-mail dsmall@cumberlandmaine.com

Daniel

n. Small

CHIEF

Memorandum

To: Mr. Robert Benson, Town Manager
From: Dan Small
Re: Lantern Lane burn building
Date: March 24, 2002
The purpose of this memo is to update you on the status of the house that has been
donated to the Town for the purposes of conducting live fire training evolutions. I have
attached the owner information which is included in an informational letter that has been
distributed to all of the residences on Lantern Land and Stornoway Road.
The informational letters were hand delivered to each residence to help in
answering any questions the citizens may have. Where an occupant was not present we
left the letter and have made follow up visits to ensure as many people have been made
aware of our intentions as possible. A few neighbors have expressed concern to us about
the burn training and after speaking with them I feel that they are comfortable with our
plans.
Several firefighters have made many trips to the two neighborhoods to educate as
many people on the benefits of this type of training. We have advised the citizens that we
will create as little interruption to their area as possible. Our educational efforts in the
neighborhoods have gone well beyond what is required by the State, which typically
consists of notifying only the immediate property abutters.
I have taken care of all the necessary paperwork as outlined by Maine Fire
Training and Education, the regulatory authority on all fire service training. I have also
contacted the Department of Environmental Protection and they have given us
permission, based on the precautions that we are making the building owner take care of,
to conduct the training. Further, the owner has obtained a demolition permit through the
Code Enforcement Office and has waited the mandatory ten-day period.
The schedule of events will be starting on April 1 to conduct non-destructive
training with our regional firefighter safety team, which includes firefighters from
Cumberland and Falmouth. There will be no exterior signs of damage done to the house
until Saturday, April 6th • On the 6th we will be performing live fire training exercises
until early afternoon. It is at this time the ocean breeze picks up and we will cease
operations to prevent excessive smoke spread through the neighborhoods. On Sunday,
April 71'\ we will start at mid morning and burn the structure into the basement so the
contractor can begin immediate removal of the waste in the following days.
In closing, I am hopeful that this important training will continue as scheduled.
However, if at any time the neighborhoods express their concern with our intentions, I
will not go forward with the training. At this time, there have been no citizens that have
advised me or any other fire personnel, that they do not wish to see the training occur.
This training will give our firefighters the equivalent of five years worth of experience in
a morning's time.

Attachment

Cun1berland

I~.,ire De11art anent

366 Tuttle Road, Cumberland Center, Maine 04021
Emergency 829-5211 • Business 829-5421 • Fax 829-4214

•

E-mail dsmall@cumberlandmaine.com

Danit•I

n.

CHIEF

Dear Resident,
This letter is to inform you of the training opportunity the Cumberland Fire Department
has recently received. The owner of 14 Lantern Lane has generously donated the building
to the Fire Department for training. These offers don't happen often and I feel that it is an
invaluable opportunity for us. This training will not only help in keeping our firefighters
safe, but it will allow us to train with actual fire situations. By doing this we will be able
to provide the residents of the Town of Cumberland with more experienced firefighters,
who will have real-life, hands-on experience. This experience can not be duplicated in
any other way other than utilizing a real building with actual fire situations.
The building would be utilized for a one-week period for fire department training. The
Department would keep to bare minimum the visible damage to the building throughout
the week. The week would end with a live fire on Saturday, as long as the wind is from a
direction that would not adversely affect the neighborhood. The building would be
burned completely on the following Sunday, once again, as long as wind conditions are
conducive to burn.
If you have any concerns regarding these plans for this extremely valuable training,
please contact Lieutenant Steve Sloan of the Fire Prevention Bureau at 829-5421 or 8294573 and I will happily answer your questions. Should you have any concerns other than
that of the Fire Department please contact the Law Offices of Warren M. Turner at (207)
846-9041
Yours for a safer community,

~~~~/Lieutenant Stephen A. Sloan, Jr.
Fire Prevention Bureau

Small

TOWN OF CUMBERLAND
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Call to order in the Council Chambers at Cumberland Town Hall at 7:00 p.m.
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T• meet with resident of Hope Island pursuant to State secession statute.
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Adjourn
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MEMBERS OF THE TOWN COUNCIL
Stephen Moriarty (Chair)
Mark Kuntz
Peter Bingham
Michael Savasuk

829-5095
829-6482
829-5713
781-3061

Jeffrey Porter
Harland Storey
Donna Damon

829-4129
829-3939
846-5140

Town of Cumberland web site: www.cumberlandmaine.com

12

WORKING W;TERFRONT/INTER-ISLANDNEWS • MARCH, 2002

OPINION

N.Dtional Association
for the Self-Employed

Affordable
Health,
Business and
Personal
Benefits for
the SelfEmployed

Do you want to work the waterfront? If that's the case, this is the place
from which to do it. There's a wharf, float and ramp, marine railway
for a 40' boat, heated w~rkshop, and other buildings on site.

$1,250,000

Qualified buyers contact Steven L \Vaterman,
Dewolfe SoundVest Properties, 153 Main Street,

1110maston, ME 04861 for an appointment. (207)
354-0233 Ext. 113, Email: Swatcnn;m@SoundVest.com

FJ

De\\blfe
f!bto1cptmilycw'a.l,,;,,,u.-

All De WolfeAffiliates are independently owned and operated.

"The Time
of My Life''
by Emily Muir
Maine artist Muir's life
and work are
celebrated in this
softbound, 130-page
tribute. Muir's own memoirs
are interspersed with color and black & .
white reproductions of her artwork.

Let's protect
people
as well -as trees!
By Donna Miller Damon

of a complex subject, but you get the
point. The landowner is free to sell his
nee again Mainers who live
property at market price, but the Town
on the coast are under siege.
gets its "fair share" of the profit.
We are victims of Maine's
People. If we can protect trees in
property tax_ law, which requires
such a straightforward way, why not
town assessors to calculate our taxes
apply the same principles to the
based on the "highest and best use"
homes of people who have no desire
of ou .. homesteads. Unfortunately,
to s~ll out to the highest bidder? After
this market driven philosophy
much deliberation an idea is on the
assumes that we all want to sell out to
table (the kitchen table, that is) that
the folks who can and will spend
could be the answer to Maine's propwhatever it takes to own a piece of
erty tax dilemma and create affordthe Maine Coast. But what about the
able housing to boot.
people whose families have always
This initiative would be open to
lived on the coast? What about the
anyone in a community who wants to
people who hung on during the 1950s
place his primary residence and
when you couldn't give away an
adjoining ·1and into the program. The
island house and Portland banks
assessed value of the property would
wouldn't even consider mortgaging
be decreased by a significant percentisland real estate? What about people
age, maybe even 50 percent. Prope1ty
who are defined by the place_ they
taxes would then be based on the new
live? What about pe.ople who don't
value. If they sold or willed the propwant to sell their one-hundred-yearerty to someone who wanted to st_ay
old family homes and move inland?
in the program, nothing would
This is a statewide problem.
change. If people decided they wantHow do we maintain the traditional
ed to sell their property in the future
Maine landscape with traditional
they could do so. Realizing that cirMainers living in traditional houses
cumstances ch_ange, homeowners
when our tax structure assumes that
would be allowed to remove their
we all see our homes as financial
. land from the program by paying the
investments and are just biding our
town the difference between the actutime to cash in when the folks with
al taxes that would have been
the big bucks knock at our doors?
assessed and the reduced taxes they
Nobody likes to pay taxes, but
actually paid. The homeowner would
we are realists and having read
also pay interest on the difference.
Thoreau, we know what can happen
The actual taxes would be based on
if you don't pay what someone has
the selling price of the house.
determined as your "fair share." We
Crjtics will claim that towns
all ask the esseQtial question, "ls the
would go broke when the entire pop'fair share' fair?" A group of Mainers,
ulation signs up. Let's be realistic.
frustrated by rising property taxes,
This program is not for everyone. It
circulated a petition to cap taxes. The
is not for the mobile majority of
Maine Taxpayers Action Network's
Americans who move every three to
apparently failed petition drive asks,
five years. It is not for the real estate
"Do you want to limit property· taxes
speculator who sees his home as a
to 1% of the assessed value of the
potential windfall. This program is
property?" This question has stimufor the person who is deeply rooted
lated discussion throughout the state
in a community and has no intention
and spurred many state and local offiof moving on. It is for the widow or
cials to call for a comprehensive
the retired fisherman or farmer
overhaul of local and state taxation.
whose fixed income will. never keep
The Maine Municipal Association
pace with the outside pressures on
and numerous state and local politithe real estate -market. This program
cians are taking a crack at tax refom1.
is for families who want to pass their
But no one in Augusta is talking about
homes on to their descendants. This
creating programs that would help to
program is for young families looking
keep people who have no intention of
for affordable housing. This program
selling out from being.victimized by
is an alternative whose time has come.
the current market driven assessWe, the people, who are in our
ments. Sometimes, the politicians
communities for the long haul, have
can't see the forest for the trees.
the power. We have the power of iniTrees. We protect trees in Maine
tiative and referendum. We can no
by granting landowners property tax_
longer sit around and complain about
relief through state programs and
high taxes. We must act or we will find
conservation easements. Once this is
ourselves forced out of the communidone the real estate market no longer
ties that help to define who we are.
drives the land's value. In some
If the State of Maine can protect
cases, property taxes are dramatically
trees, it has the ability to protect peoreduced. If a landowner decides to
ple too. V
take land out of Tree Growth he or
Donna
Miller Damon is a. resident of
she mustcompensate the town for the
Chebeague Island, which is part of
taxes that would have been paid if the
Cumberland.
land had not been in Tree Growth.
This is a ve,y simplistic explanation
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EDITORIALS
Forces

of Nature

T

ry as we might to forget or ignore them, natural forces will inevitably assert themselves,
a reminder that we humans aren't always as
important as we think we are. A drought has lowered wells, reservoirs and water tables in much of
the eastern United States, including islands. Fresh
water supplies on islands being limited anyway
(and easily threatened by contamination or overuse) the thought of dry or salty wells is indeed difficult to face. Always aware of limits, islanders
know this; mainlanders still seem to be in denial

about their water supplies.
Discussion at the Swan's Island town meeting
this year suggested that another natural force - the
burgeoning herd of whitetail deer is asserting
itself there as it has on other islands, munching on
gardens, causing accide~ts and putting humans at
risk for Lyme Disease. A controlled hunt has appar-

INTHE

requests

To the editor:
Fishermen and members of fishing communities, let your voice be heard!
I am writing a book on fishermen and whales
and I could use your help. My nonfiction book will
be geared toward a general audience and will focus
on fisheries and conse~ation issueS in detail. In my
research, l am inVestigating

the· Way we m"anage

fisheries and marine wildlife, hoping to understand
what works - and what doesn't work - for both
fishermen and whales. Included in this picture are
the values and priorities of the people who are
involved, •either·dir.~ctiyor,indi;ectly, _
That's where you come i~.J am conducting a
ey of concerned · ·v·
·
sburvk· ~nds to unde
ac
gro
·.
-·
ties about fisher\!:~
our,in ut. This I
y
akp
'
to m e your vo
vey on the Intern
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level, of course, and they pale in comparison with
what's out there at a regional or global scale. For a
combination of reasons the lobster population and
the fishery that depends on it are doing well these
days; for other reasons (or perhaps some of the
same ones) the herring and groundfish stocks and
their fisheries are in poor shape. Efforts to manage
them sustainably are still in their infancy; if the
record so far means anything, we've got a long way
to go.
Globally, the big news this month on the natural-force front is the collapse of a huge ice sheet in
Antarctica, probably caused by unusually warm
temperatures in that region. We can't say yet that
the collapse was caused by fossil fuels or global
warming, but the possibility shouldn't be dismissed. In the end it may not matter anyway: the
real point isn't greenhouse gas, it's the power of
natural forces to do as they will, whether we puny
humans like it or not. V

MAIL ---------------------------------------------

Book author
assistance

.

ently made some inroads, but in a no-predator environment such as an island, the deer can usually be
counted on to replenish themselves.
Insects are the natural force making news in
some island and coastal communities. The town of
Cranberry Isles. faces a perennial mosquito problem, and has appointed a committee to look into
possible means (short of chemical sprays) of
addressing it. Further west along the coast, the
islands, peninsulas and coastal town.s.of Casco Bay
are again wrestling with browntail moth infestatimis, debating the merits of sprays and other alternatives. Whether you're in favor of spraying, it
appears, depends on (a) your susceptibility to mothcaused rashes; (b) your closeness to the lobster
business, which is affected by the spray being proposed; and (c) whether you have moths in your own
neighborhood. Spray season is coming, promising
still more debate.
These natural forces are operating at the local

, f> () .-

enes _survey - ~ Y
survey at (207) 288
ample room on the s
express your· co;1cern
feel free to call or
In responding to
give your name or to
er you prefer. lf you
me permission to
include them in my
an interview. Also, i
you a report on the

you answer the survey anonymously.
A little about me: I'm a marine biologist and a
writer and have taught marine, nautical and environmental science at Cape Cod Community
College, Massachusetts Maritime Academy, and
College of the Atlantic. As the Marine Reporter for
the Martha's Vineyard Times from 1998 to 2000
and as a freelance feature story writer I have concentrated mostly on fisheries, shipping, boats and
marine environmental issues. I hold a U.S. Coast
Guard license and have worked as a commercial
fisheqnan

and as mate and educator aboard large

traditional sailboais. Currently· I am •··pursuing a
master's degree at College of the Atlantic, focusing
on writing nonfiction books. My husband is a commercial fisherman and a wooden boat-builder. Most
of the year, our family lives aboard a rebuilt wooden sailboat on the coast of New England.
I expect this book to be widely read by people
II walks of life, so it is critical for me to faith·
fl! conceme dL
reprnsentth e_views
O a
. et me
hat you think. Please respond to the survey
and e,ncourage your friends and col'
e. same. If you have any questions
e· book proJe_ct,feel free to
or

· "Let's Protect People as well as Trees", in the
March 2002 issue of Working Waterfront. We have
been appalled at the concept of assessing property
based on "highest and best use," and assuming that
such use means whatever use produces the most
cash. This has always seemed a little like the monster who devours her ·own children. If this basis for
assessment cannot be changed, then an initiative
such as is described in the column (creating a progran1 whereby a homeowner could reduce her
assessment by committing not to sell it out of the
program, similar to the Tree Growth program)
seems like the next best alternative.

Does Ms. Damon have a concrete proposal or
ballot initiative to propose? We would support it
wholeheartedly.
Page Lockhart & Don Loprieno
PO Box28l
Bristol, Maine 04539

Don't

lose sight of the

big picture
To the editor:
I have been a member of the Island Institute
f?r a couple of years now. J just finished reading the
latest in the (Working Waterfront] and as usual I
find myself wondering what will happen 10 the
~ ..o,f:Mai;1e and ~e is!~nds. Not just the land

ple,~t,p live, arid work.there.

